SWTC AT BUSHY PARK
Bushy park is just 24kms from Whanganui. driving on State Highway 3 between Whanganui
and New Plymouth, then inland at Kai Iwi. Simply follow the highway signs.

back to the Gardens for a picnic tea on the lawn.
After tea we were off to Bushy Park back packers
lodge which takes 10 people, arriving there in heavy
rain about 6.30pm. The other three members of our
party, Jeff, Hillary and Sarah arrived about 8pm
making our number up to nine.
The rain had stopped but the skies open up just as
they arrived, giving them a bit of a soaking and at
the same time part of the roof at the Bushy Park
Homestead, which was tiled, sunk, flooding the main
lounge.

Trip Leader Neil Johnstone

Mary and I left home in heavy rain on Friday 17th at
2pm and picked up Neil on the way. It rained all the
way to Whanganui but stopped as we caught up with
Rosie, Ian and Barry at the Winter Gardens
Virginia Lake Reserve, Great N Rd, St Johns Hill,
Whanganui, car park.

Art Deco styled conservatory

We walked through the Winter Gardens, an Art Deco
styled conservatory and outdoor display area with
floral, fern and water features. Then around Virginia
Lake and back to the cars and off back down the
Road to the Hilltop Fish shop to buy tea. Returning

The Bushy Park Homestead is a Category One Heritage
Building.

This grand old homestead has been restored to its
old grandeur with antique furniture and fittings, old
pictures of the farm, farm animals and people. A
amazing place to stay with friends for a weekend.
There is 5 set of bunks in the backpackers lodge
in which we stayed, a kitchen, dining room and a
small porch outside which can hold a small table and
chairs. Nice and cosy for our two nights at Bushy
Park.
We awoke the next morning to find that it was still
raining, not that it dampen the spirits of the group,
who were all in a hurry to have breakfast and get
out into the bush. We had all taken our own food for
breakfast and lunches. There was still a lot of
sharing of food. You know how it goes, one says to
the other what have you got there, next thing other
says, try some, and so you get to try all sorts of
yummy things. The rain stopped at 10am and it was
clear for the rest of the day.
Enough about food and weather, off we go, with
coats and brollies, down the steps of the backpackers and right at the bottom was a Black Robin, as
bold as brass, looking up at these 9 humans, not a bit
frightened. Now this is what it was like for the whole

morning, with birds coming right up to the edge of
the track, posing for the camera. Bellbirds, kereru,
north island robin, saddlebacks, hihi, moreporks as
well as the falcon, fantail, grey warbler, mallard,
pukeko, silvereye, kingfishers, and white-faced
heron. The sanctuary is home to four kiwi too.

Sarah standing tall next to the giant Northern Rata in Bushy
Park.

Stitchbird or Hihi just before it came in to feed in the feeder
cage.

There was three lifeguards but no surfers at Kai Iwi beach.

Lining up for tea Friday night.

The entrance to the Backpackers Lodge where we camped up
for two nights.

Barry, Rosie and Ian having tea with some friends at
Whanganui’s Winter Gardens.

View from Ian and Rosie’s car, driving to Whanganui along the
scenic route from Bushy Park.

The Bason Botanic Gardens Homestead sits within
the Dress Circle of the gardens with a Canary
Island Dragon Tree, a massive Chilean Coconut
Palm and an Herb Garden overlooking the lakeside
areas below. Other areas are the Millennium Hill,
Lakeside Flats, free gas BBQ facilities, Native Bush
and Wetlands and the Woodlands. The reserve is also
able to be driven around making it an easy outing for
those with limited mobility.

Bason Gardens

Walking through the bush is like stepping back 100
years in time, tree species include mahoe, mamaku,
pukatea, rata, and rimu along with colonies of ferns
and mosses. A feature of the reserve is a large northern rata Metrosideros robusta named Ratanui (“Big
Rata”). It is estimated to be between 500 and 1000
years old and is 43 metres in height and has a girth
that exceeds 11 metres.
Bushy Park Sanctuary is protected by a predator
fence to stop rodents from entering the park. At the
entrance there is a set of double gates that you enter
with your car. You go through the first gate and
close that before you open the second gate to enter
the park. There are lots of predator traps inside and
outside the park just in case something gets through
the fence.
After an amazing morning in the bush and having
walked all of the paths it was time for lunch,
everyone was just so excited about what they had
seen that morning that the room was buzzing.
Once lunch was over and dishes were cleaned
and put away we decided to travel back to the
Whanganui’s Bason Botanic gardens, 552 Rapanui
Rd, Westmere 4574.

We drove and walked around the reserve as it is a
very large area, (25 hectares). There was a band
practicing in one part of the reserve, a wedding
being set up in another and people having barbeques.
Lots of brick work and the gardens are dotted with
sculptures.
Time to move again, so off we go to the Kai Iwi
beach for a look before returning to Bushy park for a
rest before tea.
Ian and Neil had set up the BBQ earlier in the day so
Neil fired it up and cooked the meat, with the rest of
the men giving advice. (steak sausages, meat patties,
chops, etc). In the meantime the ladies were setting
up the shared tea. Salads, potatoes, beetroot, garlic

Neil cooking on the BBQ with plenty of advice coming from the
rest of us.

bread, and dessert, plum almond slice, blackberry
pie and yoghurt.
A great night was had by all, sharing stories
and Rosie sharing the latest pic of her granddaughter
from Ireland on her cell phone.
Off to bed about 9.30pm and everyone was asleep
within 5mins, worn out from such a great day.
Sunday, time for breakfast, then pack up and clean
the backpackers lodge before the trip home.

We arrived in Whanganui to the first shower of rain
since Saturday at 10am. After saying our goodbyes
to everyone, it was time to head home.
On the way home Ian, Rosie and Barry went up to
the Durie Hill War Memorial tower in Whanganui
and visited the Glass Blowing factory.

Entrance to the Lodge.

Samples of Glass Blowing.

Time to pay for our accommodation, so down we go
to the Homestead. Victoria and Rennie invited is in
for a look at the inside of the Homestead which has
been beautifully restored. They were a bit worried
that the trust were not going to repair the roof for
two years. Imagine how much damage would occur
to the inside of that Category One Heritage
Building registered with the New Zealand Historic
Places Trust in two years.
What a wonderful place to stay or even go for a day,
but it was time to leave, so off to Whanganui, via a
back country road (sometimes it was like a logging
track) where we saw deer on the hills.

The Plaque on the War Memorial tower.

The crew for the weekend were Neil
Johnstone (leader), Mary and Bruce Lambert,
Rosie and Ian Montgomerie, Sarah Ross,
Barry Kempton and Hillary and Jeff Ryan.
The crew standing on the steps of the Homestead.
From left to right, Hillary and Jeff Ryan, Sarah Ross, Mary
Lambert, Rosie Montgomerie, Barry Kempton, Neil Johnstone
(leader), Ian Montgomerie and Bruce Lambert.

Thanks crew for a great weekend
Bruce

